Dear Governor Parnell,

As you know, the man you appointed to head the Division of Wildlife Conservation resigned this month amid charges of wildlife violations. As numerous individuals including well respected scientists have pointed out, Corey Rossi was not qualified to hold his title. Under his leadership, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game has become wholly politicized and lost much of its credibility as a science based wildlife management agency. Rossi pursued a single minded agenda; to make it easier and more profitable to kill predators in Alaska. By expanding aerial wolf control and promoting the snaring and aerial killing of black and brown bears, Rossi disregarded the scientific principles and ethics of modern wildlife management. Rather than be continually pursued, these unsustainable and outdated techniques should be relegated to history.  
Today, you have the opportunity to correct past errors. We are asking that you make some greatly needed changes within Fish and Game, beginning with appointing a leader who is qualified, respected and honest. Candidates for this position should be sought in a nation-wide search in order to ensure that the most competent individual is found. At a minimum the individual should hold a Master’s degree in wildlife biology or in a closely related field; they should also be a mid-career professional with at least 10 – 15 years experience and be committed to maintaining scientific integrity. Alaskans deserve qualified leadership dedicated to managing wildlife for all Alaskans; we await your leadership to make this happen.

Thank you for considering our concerns.
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